INTERFERENCE OF HINDUISM IN SOCIAL MATTERS.     XXXI
matters has been favourable to it. In the second Book
of our history we shall dwell upon the efforts of the
advanced Hindus to free themselves from the despotic
sway of their religion in social matters. There are two
classes of such reformers, whom we shall call Neo-
Hindus. They both agree in the necessity of social
reforms, and differ only in the fa£l of the policy of one,
the larger class being characterised by great caution. *
* The position of the Neo-Hindus of the cautious type was
defined by the Hon. Justice ML G. Ranade at a meeting of the Sixth
National Social Conference: "The process of growth is always slow,
where it has to be a sure growth. The best natures naturally, want to
shorten this long process in their desire to achieve the work of a century
in a decade. This temptation has to be resisted, and in this respect the
teachings of the evolution doctrine have great force, because they teach
that growth is structural and organic, and must take slow effect in all
parts of the organism, and can not neglect any, and favour the rest.
There are those amongst us who thinlc that, in this connection, the work
of.the reformer is confined only to a brave resolve to break with the
past, and do what our individual reason suggests as proper and fit. The
power of long-formed habits add tendencies is however Ignored in this
view of the matter. "The true reformer has not to'write upon a clean
slate. His work is more often to complete the half-written sentence.
He has to produce the ideal out of the actual, and by the help of the
actual/1 We have one continuous stream of life flowing past us, and
"we must, accept as valid the acts which were noted in th« past and
on the principles of the pait," and seek to turn the stream with a gentle :
bend here, and a gentle bend there, to fructify the land; we can not
afford to dam it altogether, or force it into a new channel. It is this
circumstance which constitutes the moral interest of the struggle, and
the advice so- frequently given—that we have only to shake our bonds
free and they will fall off themselves,—is one which matured and larger

